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Geocaching in Education – Steve Beckelhimer – June Harless Center – Marshall University 
 
Go to the Geocaching website (http://www.geocaching.com). 
 

 
 
Click on the “log in” link in the upper right. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Click the “Create a new account” link. 

Enter your name, email address 
and a password to log into the 
site.  Don’t worry about entering 
an email address since 
geocaching.com will not add you 
to a spam list. 
 
You will receive an email with a 
confirmation code that will verify 
you as a user to the website.  Use 
this code when prompted at the 
next log in. 
 
When you set up your account, 
be sure to enter your home 
coordinates since this will assist 
in locating caches. 
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Locating a cache 
 
Log in to the geocaching website with your username and password. 

 
A good tutorial on geocaching can be located 
just below the login box. 
 
Enter the zip code for the area where you would like to locate 
geocaches.  Click the GO button. 
 
 

A list of the nearest geocaches from the entered zip code is generated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Icons also indicate the presence of travel bugs , geocoins or specialty items . 
 
Click on the name of a cache that sounds interesting and of an appropriate difficulty. 
 
Note that difficulty is rated on a 1-5 scale and terrain is given a separate 1-5 scale.  A cache with 
a difficulty of 1 and a terrain of 4 might require a long or strenuous hike but the cache box would 
be easy to find once you are there. 

Distance and 
direction from 
entered zip 

A check shows that 
you have found it. 

Icons identify 
type of cache. 

Difficulty, 
terrain & size 

Date placed 

Cache name, owner 
& waypoint 

Date last found
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Coordinates 

Visit log 

Waypoint 
download 

Difficulty & 
terrain rating 

Cache description 

Encrypted hints 

Decoding key 

Area map 

Visit logs 

Image gallery 

Attributes 
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After visiting a cache, log your visit, record comments.  Indicate what you took, what you left 
and if there were any problems with the cache or the logbook. 
 

Indicate whether the cache was found; 
 
the date of the visit; 
 
and your comments. 
 
Your log will be posted to the website for the 
cache. 
 
 
 

 
Downloading waypoints for the GPS 
 
Do a cache search for the nearest zip code where you will be caching. 
 

 
 
Check the boxes at the end for the caches that you are interested in downloading or if you want 
all the caches on that page you can click the Check All button. 
 
When all have checked the caches that you want from that page, click the Download Waypoints 
button. 
 
Save the waypoints to a file on your hard drive with a name something like Milton01.loc. 
 
Repeat the process with additional pages and name the file Milton02.loc or some other name to 
indicate a second file.  These files will be used by the caching software covered in a future 
lesson. 


